
Orchard Class Newsletter  Summer 2023 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back after the Easter holidays. We hope that you have had a good break.  

Staff:  Becky Pottinger (Class Teacher), Bernie Byrne (CA), Gosia Bielawna, Louise Quinn, Jack 
Lagar and Tracy  Medhurst. 

Children:  We welcome back Anthony, Ben F, Ben W, Charlie, Ganesh, Henrique, Phoenix, Sabbir, 
Sajith and Thabo.  

Snack times :  Every day there is a morning snack time, when pupils also work on developing eat-
ing, drinking and social skills.  We encourage each pupil to bring in a healthy snack for example a piece of 
fruit or some rice cakes.  Please send in a named pre-prepared snack and water bottle.  

Please note we are a strawberry and nut free school. 

Swimming: We will be swimming on a Thursday, so please send in a swim kit on Monday that we 
can keep in school should we not be able to swim on our allocated day. We will be cycling on a Wednesday  

PE:  Our PE day is currently on a Monday.  

If you have any questions you think we may be able to help you with or point you in the right direction about 
then please do ask.  My email is orchard@woodlands.surrey.sch.uk  

Kind regards,     

Becky 

Dates for your diary: 

Monday 17th April – School re-opens for the Summer Term 9.15am 

Monday 24th April – PODD Training 9.30-11.30am 

Friday 28th April – FOW Charity Golf Day 

Friday 28th April – Choices and Decisions Day (Ashwood) 

Monday 1st May – Bank holiday, school closed 

Thursday 4th May – Behaviour training for parents 9.30-11.30 or 12.30-14.30 

Monday 8th May – Bank holiday, school closed 

Tuesday 16th May – Parent Coffee and Chat from 9.30am  

Monday 29th May to Friday 2nd June – Half Term 

Monday 5th June – INSET day for staff. School closed to pupils.  

Tuesday 6th June – School re-opens 9.15am 

Wednesday 14th June – Chessington for Kids Out day 

Wednesday 21th June – Parent Coffee and Chat from 9.30am  

Friday 23rd June – Sports Day 

Tuesday 27th June – Parents Evening 

Monday 3rd July – Friday 7th July Transition Week 

Thursday 13th July – US end of term showcase 

Monday 17th – 20th July – Feeling Good Week 

Friday 21st July – End of year Assembly 10.30am. School Finishes at 1pm for the summer holiday 

 

 

Our Curriculum Theme for the Spring term is ‘Modern Times’. You might like to explore 

how the world has changed by looking at old photos or furniture. If you have older family 

members you could ask them to share something about how life has changed. Look 

through photos together.  

Our thinking skills for the term are “working together and investigating”.  In Orchard we 

continue to work hard on building our social relationships and learning how to work to-

gether to solve problems and also have lots of fun together.  

English: In Literacy,  we will be reading books that reflect modern times. If your child has 

a favourite book please share it with the class. The books from this topic will be both fic-

tion and non fiction. 

Science: In Science, we will be exploring  different materials, and observing the changes 

that occur when we squeeze, twist, squash and drop them. I’m sure Orchard will be happy 

to get struck in with this topic. If you are cooking at home, discuss any ingredients that 

change as you cook them, for example eggs. Take photos and discuss. 

 History: Pupils will be looking at important people from beyond living memory who 

have contributed to the communities around them, and society as a whole. We will be 

thinking about the work of Florence Nightingale, Dr Barnado and others who have 

made  huge contributions to our society.  

We hope to get out  in the community a bit this term, potentially to use our maths 

skills to buy our food tech ingredients and to develop our communication skills in the local 

coffee shops. 

Some of our texts for the Summer term: 

Sharing Learning at Home 




