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13th March 2020

Dear Parents and Carers

COVID – 19 

Following the government updates yesterday, we have put a few strategies in place in school to try to limit the spread of any potential future cases of Coronavirus amongst pupils. We have currently had no confirmed cases and we are being very vigilant at sending home any pupils or staff with a fever or new cough-like symptoms. 

The Department for Education and the Local Authority are encouraging schools to follow the Public Health
England (PHE) guidance regarding Coronavirus and to remain open. PHE advise that in most cases, even if
there is a confirmed case within the school community, closure of the school would be unnecessary. We can assure you that in this situation we would take further advice from PHE to ensure the right decision is made for Woodlands.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The advice from the government is if your child has had any symptoms at all, are that they should remain at home until 7 days after the onset of the symptoms. After 7 days, if they feel better and no longer have a high temperature, they can return to their normal routine. If they have not had any signs of improvement and have not already sought medical advice, they should contact NHS 111 online. If they have no internet access, you should call NHS 111.

We are taking the following precautions within school:
· We are ensuring that our cleaning routines include extra attention to high use areas.
· Pupils and staff are following handwashing guidelines.  
· We have decided that we will limit the amount of time pupils are mixing together in large groups, so we will not be holding any assemblies or big group activities. 
· Lunch will be in classrooms.
· We will be limiting visitors to the school and keeping meetings with external people to a minimum. 
· We have also taken the decision to cancel all off-site activities as we do not have control over the environment or how it is cleaned and accessed. This will include the gym, swimming, horse riding, work experience, college etc. All pupils will remain in school. 

We need to continue to make sure we take every measure we can to ensure that we reduce the risk to all of our pupils. To do this, we expect any pupils to be kept at home if they have any signs of being unwell, including a temperature or a cough or they generally seem unwell. If you need to give paracetamol due to a temperature, then they must not be sent to school.  You will then need to follow the 7 day rule. If we 





have any concerns that a child may not be well at school, we will send them home immediately, to ensure we keep both staff and pupils safe and there is an expectation that parents will collect them promptly.  You will need to make arrangements for this if you are not available yourself. 

We hope that you will understand our need for exercising caution to keep everyone safe and we hope this information reassures you that we are keeping abreast of changes and advice as it is given.

If you have any concerns about your child and how the situation may affect them, please do not hesitate to get in touch with me directly. 


 Yours sincerely
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Rosie Clark
Head Teacher
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