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Woodlands School Vision

 At Woodlands, we strive to equip all pupils with the skills 

needed to meet their full potential through an innovative 

and specialised curriculum.   

 Pupil voice is empowered through a strong emphasis on 

developing individual communication strategies.  

 We work together as a team to provide a happy, safe and 

stimulating environment, where pupils are encouraged to 

develop independence, whilst promoting well-being for 

all and building confidence for the future. 



What do we 

aim for our 

pupils to 

achieve and 

experience?



LTPs

Core Subjects Foundation Subjects

Literacy Numeracy Computing Science History Geog Art and Design Music PE PSHE + C RE

Ongoing

Thinking Skill:

Asking for Help

Personalised learning 

objectives covering 

Speaking and 

Listening

Reading

Writing

Personalised learning 

objectives covering

Using and applying

Number

Space, Shape and 

Measures

Personalised 

learning objectives 

focused on access 

to ICT and 

application of skills

Cross-curricular use

All units will cover aspects 

of ‘Working Scientifically’

Sequential and 

temporal language

Celebration of 

birthdays and 

significant events

Directional and 

positional language

Use of tools 

integral to other 

subjects

Ongoing songs and 

rhythm used 

throughout the 

school day

Weekly singing 

assembly

Ongoing physical 

development activities 

linked to IEP

Self-Care routines and 

independence

Autonomy and choice-making

Forming relationships

Daily class assembly (15 

mins daily)

Weekly good work 

assembly

Weekly class led 

assembly.

Weekly SLT led 

assembly.

Autumn 1-Here We Go

We can find out about 

different ways of getting 

around our environment 

and how movement works. 

Thinking Skill:

Playing together 

Emergent W1-5

Shared Reading

Daily Independent 

Reading – Self-

selected choice of 

fiction, non-fiction, 

electronic, 

interactive texts

Little Wandle

foundation for 

phonics programme 

(2 letters per day, 4 

letters per week)

Writing with adults –

Predictable Chart 

writing

Writing from adults

Independent 

writing

Early Conventional 

W6-W7 &

Conventional W8+

Reading 

Comprehension

Daily Independent 

Reading

Self-selected choice 

of fiction, non-

fiction, electronic, 

interactive texts

Textless reading 

scheme books (W6 -

Lilac level, W8+ Pink 

band Collins Big Cat, 

Oxford Reading Tree 

Grey wordless 

books)

Little Wandle from 

Phase 2

(2 letters per day, 4 

letters per week)

Writing – Predictable 

chart writing

Independent Writing

W1-5

Generic Maths 

targets worked on 

daily

Every Half Term 

(W6+)

Week 1

Number

Week 2

Space and Shape

Week 3

Number

Calculations

Week 4

Measures

Week 5

Number

Week 6

Data handling

Week 7

Number

Calculations

Coding and 

Programming

Forces and Magnets 

(Magnetic forces)- repel and 

attract, poles of a magnet, 

identifying magnetic 

objects. 

Geographical Skills 

and Fieldwork –

Using Maps, Plans 

and Sensory Cues to 

find our way around 

our environment

Moving art Patterns

Gymnastics

“Twist & Shout”

Or

Dance

“Strictly fun dancing”

Multi-disciplinary 

sessions: therapy

Swimming / hydro 

(alternate weeks)

Core theme 2: Relationships

Bullying

Some parts are not for sharing

Internet safety

Harvest

Christmas

Why is harvest a 

worldwide celebration? 

Pg57

Autumn 2-Out Of The 

Darkness

We can learn about light 

and dark through different 

experiences. 

Thinking Skill:

Exploring

Exploring ICT 

through functional 

skills in the context 

of the Christmas 

Production

Light - Light and shadows. 

How shadows are formed, 

shadows change throughout 

the day, materials that 

block light.

Ancient China –

Light Festivals

Exploring light and 

dark in 

impressionism

Christmas 

Performance

Christmas play

Spring 1-London 

We can find out about the 

man-made features of 

London and compare the 

buildings with a different 

city. 

Thinking Skill:

Collecting

Multimedia 

Handling Data

Electricity – What Needs 

Electricity. Practical 

application of electricity. 

Place Knowledge -

Features of the city 

of London and a 

Contrasting City 

Structures –

buildings

Duration (Long and 

Short) Invasion Games

“Making your mark”

Multi-disciplinary 

sessions: therapy

Swimming / hydro 

(alternate weeks)

Core theme 1: Health and 

wellbeing

My body

Gender 

Puberty

How do Christians know 

what happened at 

Easter? Pg87

Easter story different 

versions

Spring 2-Eden

We can learn about what 

plants needs to be healthy 

and grow. 

Thinking Skill:

Remembering

Multimedia

Sound and Motion

Plants –

Reproduction/Pollination 

and lifecycles, investigate 

what encourages healthy 

plant.

Anglo-Saxon Art and 

Culture

Containers – plant 

pots

Pulse Healthy eating

Summer 1-Inside

Outside

We can learn about 

different materials and 

understand how their 

properties make them 

suitable for buildings e.g. 

homes. 

Thinking Skill:

Keep trying

Technology in our 

Everyday Lives Materials and their 

properties- plastics,metal 

and non-metals, fabrics for 

clothing.

Anglo-Saxon 

Settlements

Exploring 

surrealism 

Music from 

different 

composers

Athletics

“Going for Gold”

Whole school sports 

day

Multi-disciplinary 

sessions: therapy

Swimming / hydro 

(alternate weeks)

Core theme 3:  Living in the 

Wider world

Money

Fair Trade

How can a Mosque help 

us understand the 

Muslim faith? Pg91

Summer 2-Rainforest

We can learn about living 

things and their 

environments. 

Thinking Skill:

Imagining

Multimedia 

Text and Images Living things in their 

habitats. Changing 

environments –local 

environment, sustaining 

habitats, global habitats, 

environments can change.

Human and Physical 

Geography - The 

rainforest.

Wall mural – the 

jungle

Conducting UK Communities - Indian

NOTES Taught 5 X 1 hr per 

week

Taught 5 x 40 mins 

per week

Taught weekly 40 

mins

Cross-curricular 

Taught weekly 60 mins History/Geography taught in alternate 

half-terms 40 mins

Art/DT taught in 

alternate half-

terms 40 mins

Taught weekly 40 

min –

Taught weekly 90 min

Taught weekly half-

day (multi-disciplinary 

Taught weekly 60 mins

Key focus on development of 

personal, self-help and 

Taught 1 full day per 

term

Xmas performance 



Curriculum Audit & process





New Woodlands Curriculum design & Assessment levels

 Emergent – pupils working within W1-W5, curriculum designed to support pupils to 

develop skills and knowledge in the 5 areas of Engagement. These are exploration, 

realisation, anticipation, persistence, initiation

 Early Conventional – pupils working within W6-W7, curriculum designed to support 

pupils to develop early subject specific knowledge and skills 

 Conventional – pupils working from W8 and beyond, curriculum adapted to support 

and encourage pupils to develop knowledge and skills to a level of fluency within 

subject areas.







WSDP - Curriculum & pedagogical Development

 To improve access to the 
curriculum and the 
outside world for autistic 
pupils. This will be done 
by increasing the level of 
Autism specialist 
knowledge and support to 
ensure appropriate 
systems are in place to 
support all pupils. 



WSDP - Curriculum & pedagogical Development

 To improve access to the curriculum and the outside world for autistic pupils. 

This will be done by increasing the level of Autism specialist knowledge and 

support to ensure appropriate systems are in place to support all pupils. 

Attention Autism: ‘An irresistible invitation to learn’

Stage 1: The Bucket to Focus Attention

Stage 2: The Attention Builder

Stage 3: Turn taking & Re-engaging Attention

Stage 4: Shifting & Re-engaging Attention



Curriculum Development and the WSDP

 To develop the effective use of specialist ICT across the school into all areas 

of the curriculum to ensure all pupils can lead active lives during and after 

their time at school. 

 www.helpkidzlearn.com

http://www.helpkidzlearn.com/


Comprehensive Literacy

At Woodlands, 
we pride 
ourselves on 
holding high 
expectations for 
all pupils. We 
believe that 
with the right 
access methods, 
all pupils have 
the ability to be 
proficient 
readers, writers 
and 
communicators

Comprehensive Literacy elements and resources

Implemented daily for pupils from Reception

Emergent W1-5 Early Conventional W6-W7 Conventional W8+

Reading Shared Reading Reading Comprehension Reading Comprehension

Daily Independent Reading – Self-

selected choice of fiction, non-

fiction, electronic, interactive texts

Daily Independent Reading

Self-selected choice of fiction, non-

fiction, electronic, interactive texts

Daily Independent Reading

Self-selected choice of fiction, non-

fiction, electronic, interactive texts

Reading Scheme Textless reading scheme books 

(Lilac level Collins Big Cat, Oxford 

Reading Tree Grey wordless 

books)

Texts from Pink band

Collins Big Cat, Oxford Reading 

Tree

Moon Dog series

Phonics ‘Letters 

and Sounds’ SEND 

programme

Little Wandle foundation for 

phonics programme (2 letters per 

day, 4 letters per week)

Little Wandle from Phase 2

(2 letters per day, 4 letters per 

week)

Little Wandle SSP Programme from 

Phase 3+

Writing Writing with adults – Predictable 

Chart writing

Writing from adults

Independent writing

Writing – Predictable chart writing

Independent Writing

Writing conventions

Independent writing



Reading and Phonics

Little Wandle - Letters and Sounds Revised

 Supporting your child at home 

with reading

 Our school has chosen 

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds 

Revised as our systematic, 

synthetic phonics (SSP) 

programme to teach early reading 

and spelling.



making connections between the 

sounds of our spoken words and the 

letters that are used to write them 

down.

Phonics is:


