	Head Teacher:
MS. ROSIE CLARK

Telephone:
01372 377922

Email:
admin@woodlands.surrey.sch.uk

	[image: Woodlands logo-green]
	FORTYFOOT ROAD
LEATHERHEAD
SURREY
KT22 8RY


Website:
www.woodlands.surrey.sch.uk




9th November 2020


Dear Parents and Carers

I hope you are all keeping well. I’m sure people are feeling more anxious following the new lockdown restrictions and I wanted to update you with what that means for us at school.

There are no plans to close school and we hope this will continue to be the case. All pupils are settled and working well in their class ‘bubbles’ and we are introducing more steps to keep these groups more separated throughout the day in light of the rising numbers of cases in the local community. Classes are now on a rota to use the playground, to minimise contact with other pupils. 

I have had some parents who have asked about sending pupils to school during this time. I have taken this from the latest government guidance for schools on shielding:

“More evidence has emerged that shows there is a very low risk of children becoming very unwell from COVID-19, even for children with existing health conditions. Most children originally identified as clinically extremely vulnerable no longer need to follow this advice. Speak to your GP or specialist clinician, if you have not already done so, to understand whether your child should still be classed as clinically extremely vulnerable.

Those children whose doctors have confirmed they are still clinically extremely vulnerable are advised not to attend school while this advice is in place. Your school will make appropriate arrangements for you to be able to continue your education at home. Children who live with someone who is clinically extremely vulnerable, but who are not clinically extremely vulnerable themselves, should still attend school.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]You may be aware that ‘adults with Down Syndrome’ have now been added to the clinically extremely vulnerable group. Sarah or Lorna will be in touch with families to discuss this, but please contact us if you are concerned. Most of our pupils can be in school, but if you are concerned, please contact your child’s paediatrician and then contact Sarah or Lorna to talk this through. 

Please remember that if your child is absent from school, needing to isolate, but they are well enough, there is a section for each class on the school website that they should work through at home. Please contact your class teacher for any support you need and let us know if you need any resources to help with this. 




We have also introduced a few steps to minimise the risk of transmission in light of new guidance. All staff are now being asked to wear face coverings whenever they are in communal areas, including collecting pupils from buses. Thankfully, the pupils are getting very used to seeing people wearing these and don’t seem to be too worried about it. 

We are now also asking all parents to wear face coverings when dropping off and collecting their children. This will help to minimise the risk to staff, who are supporting the pupils. 

I have included a copy of the latest version of the updated Covid Handbook in this email.  The changes that have been made in light of recent guidance are in red. This handbook is also available on the website as it is updated.

Please get in touch if there is anything we can do to support you. 

Yours Sincerely,
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Rosie Clark, Head Teacher                                  
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